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Introduction 
 
Located along Interstate 89, twenty miles northwest of New Hampshire’s state 
capital, the Town of New London encompasses a total land area of 16,267 acres. It 
is located in Merrimack County, bordered by the towns of Springfield, Wilmot, 
Newbury, and Sutton. New London has many important cultural and natural 
resources such as the Philbrick-Cricenti Bog, The Barn Playhouse, and Webb 
Forest. The annual growth rate of New London from 1995 to 2005 was 2.3% 
which is more than double the growth rate of New Hampshire (The Town of New 
London, 2009).  The character of New London and the wellbeing of its residents 
depend heavily on how the Town addresses its natural resources in the coming 
years. 
 
A Natural Resource Inventory (NRI) describes and lists important resources that 
are naturally occurring in a specific area. This NRI will provide a source for 
planning and conservation by indexing and categorizing various natural resources 
in the Town such as: 

 
• Water Resources  
• Agricultural Resources 
• Forest Resources 
• Ecologically Important Resources 
• Scenic, Historical, & Recreational Resources 

 
Throughout this NRI there are digitized map layers created using the 
Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) Geographic Information 
Systems (ArcGIS) Software.  The data has been collected from a variety of 
sources, including field assessments, the local municipalities, and GRANIT 
(www.granit.unh.edu), the statewide GIS clearinghouse.  
 
This NRI will provide a general use document for the New London Conservation 
Commission and the people of New London. It will also be incorporated into the 
New London Master Plan to guide future planning and land use.   
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Geology  
 
Although New Hampshire is known as the granite state, there are other geological 
formations that are worth noting.  In New London alone, there is a Geology 
Garden at the Knight’s Hill Nature Park and two eskers.  The Geology Garden 
displays examples of the four major rock formations underlying the town.  New 
London has two eskers: one on Little Lake Sunapee and one in the Esther Currier 
Low Plains Wildlife Management Area.  An esker is a long, narrow ridge that is 
composed of stratified gravel and sand left behind by receding glaciers.   
 
Water Resources 

Water resources sustain life to all living beings making them one of the most 
important natural resources. Water resources include watersheds, groundwater, 
and surface water. People rely on clean water resources for a variety of reasons 
including drinking, recreation, and agriculture. With the ever increasing demand 
for fresh water and the growing population in New London it is necessary to 
identify where these water resources are in order to protect them from pollution 
and depletion. The lakes and ponds in New London attract summer tourists, which 
provide the town with revenue. Keeping these water resources clean and from 
being depleted will maintain tourism in New London and supply drinking water 
for the town.  

Watersheds 

A watershed is a region where all precipitation and water drain into a specific area, 
usually a river or stream. The boundaries of watersheds are the surrounding high 
points and the precipitation runs into the lowest area, most commonly a lake or 
pond. The sub-watersheds within New London include the Blackwater River, 
Warner River, and the Sugar River watershed. New London is part of two major 
watersheds, the Upper Connecticut River Watershed, and the Merrimack River 
Watershed. Other towns are located within the same watersheds as New London. 
This makes it difficult to manage the watershed. It requires all towns within the 
watershed to work together in order to maintain the quality of the waterbodies in 
New London.  

Watersheds are vulnerable and important to the environment and residents, 
therefore, they are important to identify. It is important to know the threats of 
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development and human structures within a watershed because of their potential 
effects on water quality. Pollution and land use have the potential to affect all the 
surface water and groundwater located in a watershed. For example, agricultural 
lands in a watershed have the potential to pollute water with pesticide and 
fertilizer runoff. Everything that occurs within a watershed has the potential to 
affect the water resources within it. It is important to focus on protecting the 
watershed rather than every individual water body within it. This is what the 
NHDES calls the “Watershed Approach”. The Watershed map identifies the three 
major watersheds in New London: Blackwater River, Warner River, and Sugar 
River watershed.  

 

Watershed Blackwater River Warner River Sugar River 

Acreage 7,491 3,446 5,331 
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Lakes and Ponds 

New London has three lakes and four ponds. The defining characteristic 
distinguishing lakes from ponds is size. Lakes are generally bigger in area and are 
deeper than ponds (NHDES).  New London has four ponds; Otter Pond, Goose 
Pond, Messer Pond, and Clark Pond. Goose Pond, Messer Pond, and Clark Pond 
are entirely in New London, while Otter Pond extends into the town of Sunapee. 
There are three lakes in New London: Lake Sunapee, Little Lake Sunapee, and 
Pleasant Lake. Pleasant Lake is the only lake that is entirely in New London. Lake 
Sunapee shares its area with the towns of Sunapee and Newbury. Little Lake 
Sunapee is mostly in New London but has a small area in Springfield. The Water 
Resource map identifies where each of these waterbodies is located within New 
London.  

Waterbody Acreage in New London 

Lake Sunapee 2,721 

Pleasant Lake 602 

Little Lake Sunapee 486 

Otter Pond 190 

Messer Pond 72 

Clark Pond 33 

Goose Pond 15 

 

The National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) classifies Lake Sunapee, Little Lake 
Sunapee, Pleasant Lake, Messer Pond, Clark Pond, and Otter Pond as lacustrine 
systems with limnetic, unconsolidated bottoms. Lacustrine is defined as a 
waterbody that is 6 feet or deeper. Limnetic refers to the bottom substrate, 
meaning the composition of the material in the bottom of the lake. Lakes with 
unconsolidated bottoms have less than 30% vegetation and up to 25% of the lake 
bottom particles are smaller than stones (USGS).  

The lakes and ponds in New London are protected under the New Hampshire 
Lakes Management and Protection Programs which monitor water quality, educate 
boaters and the community, and prevent the introduction of invasive species 
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(NHDES). Lake Sunapee, Little Lake Sunapee, and Pleasant Lake are Class A 
water bodies, meaning they have the highest water quality. They can be treated for 
drinking water because sewage and waste cannot be disposed in them. The rest of 
the lakes and ponds are Class B waterbodies. This means they can be used for 
recreation such as fishing and swimming, but need to be well treated to be used as 
water supplies. These Class B waters can receive sewage and waste that has been 
treated (Town of New London, 2009).   

With an increase in population comes an increase in development and impervious 
surfaces that cause runoff. Water runoff from impervious surfaces picks up 
pollutants from various sources and carries it into the nearest waterbody. 
Development also means pollution from septic systems. Septic systems can leech 
waste into the nearest waterbodies. This leads to a decrease in surface water 
quality. Development on lakefronts in New London must be 200 feet from the 
water to reduce impacts on waterbodies according to the Town of New London 
Zoning Ordinance. This is done to create a buffer between development and 
shorelines to reduce pollution flowing into waterbodies.  

All the lakes in New London are protected under their own lakes protective 
association. The Lake Sunapee Protective Association, Pleasant Lake Protective 
Association, and Messer Pond Protective Association all prevent and control 
invasive species, test and monitor water quality, and educate the public about how 
to live responsibly in the lake’s watershed in order to keep the lake healthy. People 
volunteer for these lake associations to help monitor the quality of the lakes. They 
perform water sampling and use the Lake Host Program to monitor the invasive 
plant species in lakes. The continuation of these programs helps to protect the 
lakes and ponds of New London keeping them clean and safe for the town’s use.  

Streams 

New London has streams but no rivers. A river is larger than a stream and empties 
into a large waterbody whereas streams are smaller and feed into rivers (EPA). 
Streams are often referred to as brooks, such as Great Brook. New London has 
several intermittent streams in addition to its perennial streams. Intermittent 
streams only flow seasonally and perennial streams run year round (EPA).  Any 
stream can be intermittent due to lack of rain. Precipitation levels vary every year, 
causing stream flow to be unpredictable. Intermittent streams especially can be dry 
for years and might not be identified as a stream until a year of excess rain which 
could cause the stream to flow again. This could become a problem if someone 
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were to try to build near or on an intermittent stream while it is dry. Therefore, it is 
important to know where intermittent streams are located to prevent damage to the 
streams.  

Streams can also be classified by stream order. This is a way of classifying 
streams by their size and tributary. Streams are given a number corresponding to 
their order, called the Strahler number. When two first order streams meet they 
become a second order stream. When two second order streams meet they make a 
third order stream. Smaller order streams feed into larger order streams. 

 

Stream Order 

 

        (image retrieved from ESRI website) 

 

New London has mostly stream orders 1, 2, and 3. The only fourth order stream in 
New London is Cascade Brook, in the far southeastern corner of the town. Fourth 
order streams have the highest flow. First order streams are the smallest and are 
most often intermittent. Many of the intermittent first order streams and a few 
second order streams in New London are unnamed tributaries. Third order and 
higher streams are the most important because they are generally larger streams 
with higher flow. Some of the first, second and third order streams in New London 
are unnamed. These streams can all be identified on the Water Resource map.  
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Stream Order 1 Stream Order 2 Stream Order 3 Stream Order 4 

White Brook 

1.02 miles 

Great Brook 

1.94 miles 

Kidder Brook 

0.05 miles 

Cascade Brook 

0.44 miles 

Red Brook 

1.26 miles 

Little Brook 

1.47 miles 

Great Brook 

0.33 miles 

 

Lyon Brook 

2.65 miles 

Whitney Brook 

0.95 miles 

Cascade Brook 

0.61 miles 

 

 Lyon Brook 

0.16 miles 

  

 

Dams 

The NHDES defines a dam as any artificial barrier, which impounds or diverts 
water. The barrier must be 6 feet or higher, located at the outlet of a waterbody. 
The impoundments caused by the dams in New London are used mostly for 
recreation and wildlife. There are five dams in New London that fit the NHDES 
definition of a dam. One is located at the outlet of Goose Hole Pond, one near the 
boat launch at Little Lake Sunapee, one at the outlet of Pleasant Lake, and two on 
Cascade Brook. These dams are shown on the Water Resource map. The dams 
were marked using a GPS and digitized into a GIS data layer. Dams have negative 
environmental impacts. They change stream environments into lake environments 
by stopping and slowing the flow of water. This causes increases in water 
temperature, prevents fish from migrating, causes flooding, and changes 
surrounding habitats. Dams are necessary in some areas to control the flow of 
water. Because these dams in New London have been in place for so long, the 
environment has adapted to the impacts of the dams. Any adding or removal of 
dams has the potential to affect the lake and surrounding environment.  

Aquifers and Groundwater 

Groundwater is water that is unexposed to air below ground and is usually 
contained in an aquifer. An aquifer is saturated, permeable earth materials where 
water can be stored and obtained. Aquifers can be an excellent source of water but 

New London Natural Resources Inventory Page 8



have some disadvantages. If the water in an aquifer is depleted it can take a very 
long time for it to recharge. Aquifers can easily become contaminated and it is 
difficult to keep them free of pollutants. New London has a few aquifers within its 
town boundary that extend into neighboring towns. Aquifers that encompass 
multiple towns pose issues because aquifers shared between more than one town 
are not managed in the same way. Pollutants by one town could cause 
groundwater in another town to be contaminated.  

The aquifers located west of Lake Sunapee and north of Pleasant Lake are both 
used mostly for domestic purposes. The largest aquifer in New London is 
southeast of Pleasant Lake in the Elkins area. This aquifer is most likely fed by 
Cascade Brook. It is used for commercial and residential use. There is also an 
aquifer located beneath the esker in Little Lake Sunapee. This aquifer is fed by 
Little Lake Sunapee due to the sand composition of the esker. Water from Little 
Lake Sunapee percolates through the esker and into the aquifer. These aquifers can 
all be seen on the Water Resource map. 

It is important to know how land is used above aquifers because of how it will 
impact the water quality. The land over the aquifer north of Pleasant Lake is 
owned by Spring Ledge Farm and is conserved land used for agriculture. This is 
important to know in case of any use of fertilizers that may contaminate the 
aquifer. Groundwater can be affected by pollution from septic systems, hazardous 
materials, and road and agricultural runoff. Regulations should be considered on 
and around these aquifers to control any contamination that might occur.   

Drinking Water and Wells 

Stratified-drift aquifers can be sources for community water supply wells 
(NHDES, 2009). The total area of an aquifer however is not entirely suitable as a 
water supply. The Favorable Gravel Well Analysis (FGWA) is a technique used 
by the DES to determine where the most water can be drawn from an aquifer 
depending on the earth material in a certain location. The Water Resources map 
displays where water can be drawn from the aquifers at 75 gallons per minute and 
150 gallons per minute. Seventy-five gallons per minute is how much water needs 
to be able to be drawn from an aquifer to be a potential water supply (New 
London-Springfield Water System Precinct). The FGWA area is also protected by 
the NHDES Sanitary Protective Area (NHDES, 2009). This means potential water 
supplies from stratified-drift aquifers must be far from sources of contamination. 
A community well from a stratified-drift aquifer must be 150-400 feet from any 
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buildings, roads, or septic systems because of the potential contamination they 
may cause to the aquifer (NHDES, 2009). Within a stratified-drift aquifer, it is 
possible that only a small amount may be used because of the buffer needed from 
potential contamination and the area where the minimum yield is 75 gallons per 
minute.  

New London currently gets its water from the New London-Springfield Water 
System Precinct, which will only be able to meet the needs of the town for the 
next 15 years (Town of New London, 2009). The drinking water is drawn from the 
aquifer beneath the esker in Pleasant Lake (New London-Springfield Water 
System Precinct 2009). After this is depleted, the New London-Springfield Water 
System Precinct has the option of using and treating Pleasant Lake for drinking 
water, or using Pleasant Lake’s aquifer. This adds to the importance as to why 
water quality should be maintained and monitored. Increase in development 
around the lakes in New London has the potential to cause more pollution of 
groundwater. The potential development and pollution near the lakes and streams 
should be considered to maintain the health of water resources in New London.  
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Wetlands  

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers define wetlands as areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or 
ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under 
normal conditions do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life 
in saturated soil conditions.  Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs 
and similar areas (University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension, 2001).  
To be classified as a wetland, the area must contain certain defining attributes such 
as hydric soil, presence of water for extended periods, and hydrophytic vegetation.   

Soil Classification 

According to the NWI GIS data layer, New London has 725 acres of very poorly 
drained soil and 1,373 acres of poorly drained soil.  With a total of 2,098 acres, 
roughly 13% of New London is wetlands.  These poorly drained soils are called 
hydric soils and are known to be saturated, flooded, or ponded long enough during 
the growing season to develop anaerobic (oxygen-deprived) conditions near the 
surface (University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension, 2001).  Very 
poorly drained soils contain a layer of peat or muck that lies on top of the mineral 
soil material, such as silt, sand, or clay.  Water drains from very poorly drained 
soils at a rate that allows the water table to remain at the ground surface for over 9 
months every year.  Water in poorly drained soils drain at a rate allowing the water 
table to stay at the ground surface for 7 to 9 months every year (Newbern, 2001).  
Since they are slightly better drained, poorly drained soils have a thinner or no 
layer of peat or muck.  These soils appear grey in color with rusty colored 
splotches within 18 inches of the ground surface.  

The map titled Hydric Soils & NWI Wetlands display all of the areas in New 
London containing very poorly and poorly drained soils.  The data was obtained 
using the digital soils layer from the Merrimack and Sullivan County Soil Surveys 
and classified by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  Not all of 
New London’s wetlands appeared as hydric soils in the data collected and had to 
be identified and added as a separate layer shown as “NWI Wetlands” in the map 
legend.   
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Vegetation 

Wetland plants, or hydrophytes, are plants that are able to grow in water or on a 
surface material that is deficient in oxygen at periodic intervals resulting from the 
presence of water.  Some plant species that are common in wetlands include 
leather leaf (Chamaedaphne calyculata), bog rosemary (Andromeda polifolia), and 
highbush blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum).  Although vegetation is a helpful 
indicator to identify a wetland, classification should not be based solely on 
vegetation alone.  For example, some species that would normally grow in drier 
areas, such as red maple (Acer rubrum), are able to grow in forested wetlands.   

Presence of Water 

The organic debris marks on vegetation, presence of water, silt, swollen tree 
trunks, or exposed roots are all indicators of periodic flooding.  It is important to 
keep in mind that the yearly water cycle causes great variation in water levels.  For 
example, an area could have 2 feet of water on its surface during the spring, but 
then be completely gone by the following September.  It is easiest to delineate 
whether or not an area be classified as a wetland by first examining the drainage of 
its soils, then moving on to vegetation, and lastly, presence of water. 

New London Prime Wetlands & Wetland Functions 

Three of New London’s wetlands are featured on the NHDES Prime Wetlands list, 
which provides them with extra protection at the state level.  Any project that 
occurs within 100 feet of a Prime wetland is classified as major, minor, or 
minimum impact.  Depending on which criteria they meet, each project will have 
NHDES regulations applied to them in order to restrict the project’s impact on the 
wetland.   

To be designated as Prime, a wetland must have hydrophytic vegetation, wetlands 
hydrology, and hydric soils.  A minimum of 50% of the prime wetland must be 
very poorly drained soils, with the remainder poorly drained.  Prime wetlands 
must also have 10 of the 14 wetland functions as listed by the NHDES 
Administrative Rules in Chapter Env-Wt 700. They must also provide critical 
wildlife habitat, have a known historical significance, or support a rare species.  
The 14 functions are as follows: providing ecological integrity, wildlife habitat, 
finfish habitat, educational potential, visual/aesthetic quality, water based 
recreation, flood control potential, groundwater use potential, sediment trapping, 
nutrient attenuation, shoreline anchoring and dissipation of erosive forces, urban 
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quality of life potential, historic site potential, and noteworthiness  (Town of New 
London, 2009).   

New London’s Prime Wetlands are the Philbrick-Cricenti Bog, Goose Hole 
Marsh, and the Esther Currier Low Plain Wildlife Management Area.  The NLCC 
maintains self-guided trails throughout the Philbrick-Cricenti Bog that give people 
an opportunity to observe and appreciate this sensitive habitat.  As a quaking bog, 
this area has a thick layer (usually about 20 inches) of floating vegetation.  Goose 
Hole Marsh is a cattail marsh located at the northern end of Goose Hole Pond and 
is home to an array of plant and wildlife species.  Some of these include the 
Common Cattail (Typha latifolia) and Arrow-Leaved Tear-thumb (Polygonum 
sagittatum). The Esther Currier Low Plain Wildlife Management Area is also 
home to a quaking bog, along with an active beaver lodge and pond, esker, marsh, 
swamp, and vernal pools.  To distinguish between a marsh and swamp, water 
depth and vegetation type are key factors.  Marshes are shallower and dominated 
by herbs and grasses, whereas a swamp will be deeper and have a stronger 
presence of trees. The Esther Currier Low Plain Wildlife Management Area 
provides important nesting habitat for painted turtles and various species of birds, 
including wood ducks, hooded mergansers, and some songbirds.   
 
Vernal Pools 
 
Vernal pools are seasonal wetlands that are most commonly flooded during the 
spring months and dry out as the summer progresses.  Due to their lack of fish, 
vernal pools provide many species a safe breeding ground to reproduce without 
the threat of predators.  Amphibians such as newts, salamanders, and frogs depend 
on these areas for that reason.  Vernal pools are difficult to identify and regulate 
because of their seasonal flooding and the fact that they are often located on 
private land.  It is for this reason that the town of New London might want to 
educate people about vernal pools so that residents will know not to develop on or 
near them.   
 
Protection 
 
The Wetlands Conservation Overlay District, a chapter in the New London Zoning 
Ordinance, is meant to protect both Prime wetlands and other very poorly and 
poorly drained soils.  However, it only provides a natural, undisturbed buffer zone 
around Prime wetlands and wetlands that are already located on conserved land.  
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To assist with wetland conservation efforts, the New London Planning Board has 
appointed a Wetland subcommittee to consult with professional wetland scientists.  
The goal of the subcommittee is to further study the values and functions of the 
town’s wetlands in order to make better regulatory recommendations to the 
Planning Board.  Currently, the permitted uses for these areas include wildlife 
refuge, agriculture, forestry, nature trails, fire ponds, and parks.  Other uses for 
wetlands are only permitted as long as they do not conflict with the Ordinance’s 
goals. 

Currently, wetland scientists understand that this is a particularly sensitive habitat 
that is an essential asset to the environment.  Over the past decade, the importance 
of wetlands has gained new respect.  In the past, wetlands were developed for 
economic profit and because of this, roughly 50% of New England’s wetlands 
have been lost since its colonial days (Newbern, 2001).  Wetlands not only 
provide habitat to a variety of wildlife, but also filter pollutants, provide 
groundwater recharge and important flood storage areas. Presently, only 27% of 
New London’s wetlands are conserved.  Although this percentage is small, 
wetlands do not need to be a primary conservation focus for the town of New 
London.  This is because the Zoning Ordinance already protects wetlands from 
development so it is not completely necessary that they be funded as conserved 
lands.  The wetlands that are currently conserved are still an important part of New 
London’s ecosystem and should continue to be protected.   
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Point and Nonpoint Source Pollution 

Land use in a watershed can have far reaching impacts on its water quality. Water 
pollution can occur from two sources: point and nonpoint.  Point source pollution 
typically defines a contaminant or pollution source that can be readily identified 
and located. Nonpoint sources come from many diffuse locations making them 
much harder to pinpoint and document. Both point and nonpoint sources pose a 
serious threat to water resources. Understanding and identifying the existing and 
potential pollution sources in the area can help ensure that water resources of New 
London are adequately protected from contamination. 
 
Point Source Pollution 
 
Common point source pollution areas tend to be industrial, commercial and 
municipal sources like factories and wastewater treatment facilities. The NHDES 
regulates most of the known and potential point sources through permitting and 
inspection. NHDES compiles a database of permits for above and below ground 
storage tanks and hazardous waste generators. They also provide permits for 
pollution discharge into surface water and groundwater provided they meet the 
criteria determined by the Clean Water Act of 1977 (CWA).  
 
Nonpoint Source Pollution 
 
Unlike point source pollution, nonpoint sources are varied and hard to regulate. 
Many instances of nonpoint pollution come from changes in land use such as 
foresting and agriculture. Nonpoint pollution is typically dispersed through runoff, 
which adds to the difficulty of tracking the sources of pollution dispersal. 
Impervious surface cover, such as roads and parking lots, can also increase the 
amount of pollution that runs off into water sources. Nonpoint sources are not 
readily identified by the NHDES, however, understanding the movement of water 
in an ecosystem, especially in the watersheds, can help plan and mitigate the 
runoff of pollutants.      
 
Pollution Sources in New London 
 
Potential pollution sources in New London were identified using the NHDES 
permit database located on their website. The locations of above ground and below 
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ground storage tanks were then digitized as a layer in GIS. The permits for some 
of these locations are dated and the ownership has changed hands since the 
original permitting process. In addition, many roads in the town have changed 
names and do not match the addresses listed on the permits. Individuals from the 
town helped verify the correct locations of these tanks.    
 
The Potential Pollution Sources map displays the locations of permitted above and 
below ground storage tanks in New London as well as active hazardous waste 
generators. Storage tanks are commonly used to hold volatile chemicals such as 
heating oil, propane and gasoline. Above and below ground storage tanks can pose 
a serious potential threat to water quality should they develop cracks and leak. 
These tanks were permitted through the NHDES; however, tanks that were built 
before the implementation of the CWA may not have permits with the NHDES. In 
addition, active hazardous waste generators are also identified on the map. 
Hazardous waste generators are residential, commercial or industrial sites that 
produce some form of hazardous waste as a byproduct. These hazardous wastes 
vary from mercury to phosphorus to lead based paint. It is important to note these 
locations because of their proximity to wetlands, streams, ponds and lakes. The 
possibility of contamination is greater the closer these sites are to waterbodies.   
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Soils and Agricultural Resources 
 
When the glaciers of the last ice age receded from New Hampshire nearly 10,000 
years ago, they left components that would later become soil. As the glaciers 
crushed and scraped the landscape, rocks were moved and shaped by the heavy 
ice. Over time, these rocks weathered and eroded, releasing mineral matter that 
later provided a foundation for plant life. Eventually these plants would grow, die, 
decompose and mix with the minerals and over a substantial period of time form 
complex layers of soil. Soils make up the basic level of our environmental system, 
supporting the earth’s plants and animals. Soils are not all the same, however, they 
come in many forms, differing in chemical, physical and biological properties. The 
properties of soil can be used to determine what types of development take place. 
The soils of New London mainly consist of glacial till: a mixture of rocks, sand 
and other debris that were deposited by the glaciers. Glacial till is common in the 
New England area and provides the source material for most soils in the region. 
 
The composition of soil can determine how the land is used. One important land 
use feature that is determined by soil is agriculture. Agriculture in New Hampshire 
is comprised of a diverse collection of crop, livestock and specialty products. 
Roughly 7% of New Hampshire’s total land area is devoted to agriculture, a 50% 
decrease since the 1870’s (UNH Cooperative Extension, 2001). Despite this 
decrease, more than 450,000 acres of land are still managed for agricultural 
purposes and the New Hampshire agricultural industry is valued to be nearly $935 
million (Division of Agricultural Development, 2007). 
 
In 1981, the Farmland Protection Act (FPA) was established to prevent the 
unnecessary and irreversible conversion of farmland to non-agricultural sources 
(NRCS, 2002). The FPA attempts to facilitate, where applicable, the protection of 
farmland from the federal to the state and local level. In order to better understand 
and protect current and potential farmland from being developed, the state of New 
Hampshire has developed criteria that define farmland to meet the provisions of 
the FPA. Soils provide the basic criteria for determining agricultural lands. 
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Prime Farmland Soils & Soils of Statewide Importance 
 
Agricultural development relies on characteristics of soil, such as drainage and 
slope, to determine which soils are good for agricultural production and which are 
not. Soils that contain the characteristics for good agricultural development are 
classified by the state as either Prime Farmland or Soils of Statewide Importance.  
 
Prime Farmland soils have the best combination of soil characteristics allowing for 
the production of food, feed, forage, fiber and oilseed crops (UNH Cooperative 
Extension, 2001). They can be cultivated land, woodland or other land that isn’t 
developed. Prime Farmland soils produce the highest yield with the least amount 
of energy and economic resources, resulting in the least damage to the 
environment. Some of the criteria for determining Prime Farmland include: 
 

• Soils that have a sufficient water capacity within a depth of 40 inches to 
produce the commonly grown crops in New Hampshire 7 or more years out 
of 10 
 

• Soils have a pH between 4.5 and 8.4 in all soil layers within a depth of 40 
inches 
 

• Soils that have no water table or have a water table that is at a sufficient 
depth during the cropping season to allow for cultivation 
 

• Less than 10% of the upper 6 inches of the soil contain rock fragments 
larger than three inches in diameter 

 
Soils that are not Prime Farmland but possess the potential to support the 
aforementioned uses are deemed Soils of Statewide Importance. The New 
Hampshire Department of Agriculture provides certain criteria to determine soils 
they categorize as Soils of Statewide Importance, these include: 

 
• Having a slope of less than 15% 

 
• Does not contain a substantial amount of boulders or stones 

 
• Are not somewhat poorly, poorly and very poorly drained 
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• Includes soil complexes that contain less than 30% shallow soils and rock 

outcroppings (NRCS, 2002) 
 
In order to determine Prime Farmland Soils and Soils of Statewide Importance, 
counties conduct soil surveys using guidelines developed by NRCS. The 
significance of important soils increases when these areas coincide with current 
agricultural development. 
 
After adjusting for development, New London has 325 acres of Soils of Statewide 
Importance and 677 acres of Prime Farmland Soils. It is important to note, 
however, that only 33 acres of Statewide Importance and 44 acres of Prime 
Farmland Soils are located on conserved lands. The remaining acres could be 
subjected to development in the future.  
 
Open Fields & Agricultural Lands 
 
Open fields are important natural resources both for their ecological and economic 
benefits. Open fields provide habitat for many different species as well as the 
potential to be used for agriculture. They also maintain a rural character for New 
London and provide scenic views.   
 
The NLCC conducted an inventory of the open fields in New London and 
identified 109 parcels of land that have maintained open fields. There are 
approximately 675 acres of open fields remaining in the entire town. This 
represents roughly 4.7 % of the total land area in New London.  
 
While farm use in New Hampshire is decreasing, it is important to maintain fields 
that are currently used for agriculture. Open fields present prime development 
areas because of their cleared land area and low slope. They are not protected in 
perpetuity unless they are protected under a conservation easement. Of the 675 
acres of open fields that have been identified, 110 acres lie on conserved land.  
 
Conservation of agricultural lands will become increasingly more important as the 
local movement takes hold in New Hampshire. The Local movement as a political 
philosophy encourages the local development and use of goods. Many individuals, 
institutions and townships are beginning to advocate for local policies including 
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food production. The movement towards producing and consuming locally grown 
food has become a popular offshoot of the local movement. This could encourage 
consideration of the conversion of more areas into agricultural lands and the 
protection of the important soils that would make this transition easier and 
economically feasible.  
 
Soils and Open Fields in New London 
 
Using the soil surveys conducted by Merrimack and Sullivan Counties, Prime 
Farmland Soils and Soils of Statewide Importance were identified and created as 
GIS layers. The soils layer was then adjusted to remove areas that have been 
developed and therefore stand little chance of being converted back to agricultural 
lands. Open fields were identified using the parcel inventory compiled by the 
NLCC and the National Agricultural Imagery Program (NAIP) flyovers of the 
New London area. Parcels with open lands were first identified and then using the 
detailed photographs, the fields within these parcels were digitized into an open 
fields layer. The accuracy of this layer was verified by the town Zoning 
Administrator.  
   
The Agricultural Fields map displays the location of both Prime Agriculture Soils 
and Soils of Statewide Importance as well as areas of open fields or farmland. The 
soils that are displayed on this map are soils that do not coincide with either 
development or agriculture. These soils are typically found to be tracts of forested 
land that could be converted back to field if necessary. The soils under the Lake 
Sunapee Country Club golf course are also included in the map because of the 
ability to be transformed back into agricultural lands. The fact that the land is 
maintained and does not have a significant amount of development and 
impervious surfaces allows it to be converted easily.  
 
The soils displayed on this map present soils which are most conducive to farming 
in New London. As already noted only 77 acres of these soils lay on conserved 
land. It is important to note the location of the remaining soils because of their 
state significance and their susceptibility to development. In addition, current 
fields provide ecological and economic benefits to New London; however, the 
characteristics of these fields make them desirable areas of development as well. 
Future land use planning in the Town of New London might consider addressing 
the concerns of development of fields and agricultural soils.  
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Forest Resources 
 
Land cover describes the different natural and manmade features, ranging from 
development such as roads and buildings to natural features such as open fields, 
wetlands and forests. New London’s land cover is predominantly composed of 
forests, the majority of the forested areas in the town are hemlock-hardwood-pine 
forests; smaller areas of lowland spruce-fir and northern hardwood-conifer forests 
are also present. The composition of the tree species and the size of the plot, 
among other factors, affect the economic viability of harvesting the land. As the 
desire for local products increases it will become more important for areas suitable 
for working forests to be conserved so they are available for future use. 
 
Working Forests 
 
There are numerous areas in New London that are, and have the potential to be, 
working forests. Working forests are areas that are managed for timber harvesting. 
Working forests are a positive aspect of the town when harvested in a sustainable 
and responsible way; they provide income for the town and the land owner while 
remaining a useable habitat for wildlife. This NRI has illustrated two different 
ways that potential and current working forests can be identified: one is through 
using the list of parcels in Current Use and the other is by identifying mainly 
undeveloped parcels 25 acres or larger where the majority is forested.    
 
Current Use is a tax incentive that has been created to encourage property owners 
to keep their land in an undeveloped state and either manage it for agriculture or 
timber or leave it untouched (SPACE, 2009). A map of the parcels enrolled in the 
Current Use program has been included in this NRI, small parcels owned by 
developers have been removed from the map because it is likely their intention is 
to develop the land and not to keep it in current use for an extended period of time. 
For land to be eligible for Current Use it must be at least ten acres and have no 
buildings on it. There are some exceptions to this guideline, a wetland any size 
less than ten acres, any certified tree farm no matter the size and any size parcel 
that is devoted to growing horticultural or agricultural crops that has an income of 
at least $2,500 are all eligible to be enrolled in Current Use. Once the parcel is 
enrolled, the owner is encouraged to keep it in the program because if it is 
removed a 10% penalty is charged based on the fair market value of the property. 
The Current Use program also offers a discount to the landowner if they allow 
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certain public access; this encourages the landowner to allow the public to 
continue using the land (SPACE, 2009). Because all of this land is undeveloped it 
has the potential to be returned to working forests. Both the Working Forests map 
and the Current Use map were included in this NRI because many lots in the 
Current Use program are too small to be a viable working forest but if they were 
combined with another plot they could become working forests due to their 
undeveloped state. The Working Forest map illustrates parcels that are larger in 
size than Current Use parcels; it may be useful in showing more viable current and 
potential working forests.  
 
The map titled Working Forests shows the known and potential working forests in 
New London. All of the tax parcels represented are at least 25 acres and either 
being actively harvested at this time or have the potential to be harvested. This 
information was acquired with the help of long time New London resident, Peter 
Stanley, and using data from the New Hampshire Soil Survey identifying forest 
soils. The following parameters were used to identify potential working forests: 
the parcels had to be 25 acres or larger, have low development and contain soils 
that best support and are most conducive for logging efforts (described below as 
forest soils IA, IB and IC). Twenty-five acres was the minimum size chosen 
because we found it to be rarely economically viable to manage parcels smaller 
than this. However, a parcel’s viability can be influenced by the species 
composition and the fluctuating market for wood. Both of these maps are helpful 
in identifying potential and current working forests and can be useful in future 
conservation efforts. 
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Forest Soils 
 
The soil categories are classified by the types of soil and their drainage 
characteristics. They are also classified on their suitability for logging, slope, 
moisture content and presence of rocks and boulders that would interfere with 
harvesting efforts are taken into account. The types of soil affect the types of trees 
that are able to grow there. Some tree species are more valuable for harvesting 
than others, making it helpful to have the location of specific soil types mapped. 
Harvesting timber is one of the few ways that landowners can receive income 
from their land without developing it. Identifying land that is suitable for 
harvesting is important as the demand for local products increases. The forest soil 
designations are IA, IB, IC, IIA, and IIB, they are defined as follows: 
 

IA- These soils support mostly shade tolerant hardwoods like beech and 
sugar maple. There is high competition between hardwoods; however, 
softwoods will grow if hardwood control efforts are constant.  
 
IB- These soils are not as fertile as IA soils, they still support hardwood 
species, especially beech. A greater variety of hardwoods will inhabit the 
area following heavy harvesting. Like IA soils, softwoods will grow into 
these areas if hardwood control is constant. 
 
IC- These soils are best suited for softwood growth, especially white pine, 
they are somewhat excessively to excessively drained. Hardwood growth is 
limited by the lack of moisture. These soils are ideal for softwood forest 
management. 
 
IIA- Soils in this category are similar to what is found in IA and IB but they 
have been placed into their own category based on traits that make these 
areas hard to manage. Some of these traits include steep slopes, bedrock 
outcrops, extreme rockiness, or surface boulders. 
 
IIB- The soils in this group are characterized by being poorly drained. 
While these are suitable soils for some species, such as spruce and balsam 
fir, harvesting can be difficult. Poor drainage in these areas often create 
problems such as having to be harvested when the ground is frozen and 
increasing the susceptibility of planted seedlings dying due to frost.  
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Forests are ecologically and economically important to New London; they offer 
income to the land owner as well as the state and town. Forests bring in tourists’ 
dollars, but also when harvested 10% of the stumpage value is taxed and paid to 
the town (Smith, 2009). Potential areas for logging are important to identify as the 
demand for local goods increases; having these areas identified can influence 
where conservation efforts are focused. Managing creates income for the owner 
and the town while keeping these forests habitats intact. Forest management offers 
a compromise between developing the land and not using it at all. The town could 
consider conserving areas that support or have the potential to support forests. 
 
Wildlife and Habitats  

A habitat is any part of the biosphere where a particular species can live, either 
temporarily or permanently (Kerbs, 2009). There are many different habitat types 
in New London that provide food, breeding territory, and shelter for wildlife. It is 
important to recognize those areas so we can maximize the ability to sustain 
wildlife populations. Though not every habitat is designated as ecologically 
important, it is necessary to distinguish between habitats that have ecologically 
important areas and those that do not.  

The New Hampshire Fish and Game (NHFG) recognized the need for a 
comprehensive Wildlife Action Plan (WAP). The WAP designates ecologically 
important habitats in New Hampshire and characterizes each habitat type for 
conservation priorities. The WAP was the result of efforts put forth by 
organizations and volunteers. Some of the contributors to the WAP effort were 
NHFG, Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests, U.S. Forest Service, 
UNH cooperative extension, New Hampshire Audubon, New Hampshire Natural 
Heritage Bureau, and Northeast Ecological Services.  

Determining Ecologically Important Habitats 

The location of each habitat was predicted based on soils, elevation, landforms, 
and broad vegetation classes. GIS data was used in the WAP to map habitats. 
Sixteen habitat types were categorized and assessed for ecological condition by 
these 3 factors: biological factors, landscape factors, and human impact factors.  

Biological factors include: 
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• Rare plant and animal species  
• Overall abundance of biodiversity 

Landscape factors include: 

• Size of the landscape 
• Association with other habitats 

 Human impact factors include: 

• Density of roads, dams, recreational use, and pollution. 

In addition to dividing habitats statewide, the WAP divides important habitat in 
New Hampshire into 9 biological regions. New London is located in the Sunapee 
Uplands biological region.  Ecologically important habitat can be recognized for 
its importance statewide or just within a local biological region.  

Supporting landscapes are areas that help to maintain habitats that are ecologically 
important. They are generally watersheds, streams, lakes, and large unfragmented 
forest blocks.  Although these supporting landscapes are crucial to ecologically 
important habitats, they are ranked by the WAP as less significant than 
ecologically important habitats. 
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Habitat Types  

New London contains 6 of the 16 habitat types that are found throughout the state 
of New Hampshire. Habitats in New London include: hemlock-hardwood-pine, 
lowland spruce-fir, northern hardwood-conifer forest, peatland, marshes, and 
grasslands. The bordering towns of Wilmot and Sutton support some Appalachian-
oak pine forest and forest floodplains. All of these habitats are displayed on the 
Habitat Types map. Together, these habitats provide refuge for a wide range of 
mammals, amphibians, and birds.  

Most of New London’s habitat is hemlock-hardwood-pine forest. According to the 
WAP, hemlock-hardwood-pine forests are transitional forests between hardwood-
conifer and oak-pine forests. Red oak and eastern white pine are the typical tree 
species found in hemlock-hardwood-pine forests. Even though hemlock-
hardwood-pine forests primarily dominate New London, it is not considered by the 
WAP to be of high ecological importance. However, since this is the primary 
habitat type in New London it does support numerous wildlife species including 
many migratory and residential bird species. 

Lowland spruce-fir forests are composed of balsam fir and red spruce swamp 
communities. They occur in small patches around the Philbrick-Cricenti Bog, 
which lies on conserved land. A portion of the lowland spruce-fir habitat is located 
in the Webb Forest which is also conserved lands. The remainder of the lowland 
spruce-fir habitat is located in very small patches throughout New London. 

Northern hardwood-conifer forests are present in two small pockets in New 
London, although they typically prefer higher elevations (1,400 to 2,500ft). The 
forest is characterized by American beech, sugar maple, and yellow birch.  
Northern hardwood-conifer forests contain a wide variety of wildlife including 
several listed as endangered or threatened. Most of the northern hardwood-conifer 
forests can be found bordering the lowland spruce-fir habitat in the northern part 
of the town.   

Peatlands are freshwater wetland types that are ranked as habitats of high 
ecological importance. They support rare plant and wildlife species, giving it a 
high biological factor ranking. Peatland waters have limited groundwater input 
and surface runoff which make the soils low in nutrient content and acidic. They 
are composed of Northern species that do not usually extend southward into New 
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Hampshire. Peatlands in New London are habitats of high ecological condition in 
biological region, meeting the criteria for ecologically important habitat.  

Peatlands are habitats of high concern because they face development, altered 
hydrology, non-point source pollution, and unsustainable forest harvesting. An 
example of a peatland habitat in New London is the Philbrick-Cricenti Bog. New 
London has conserved almost all of the peatland habitats except for a small 
portion in the eastern part of the town. The peatlands location can be seen on the 
Habitat Types Map and its ecological importance is represented on the 
Ecologically Important Habitat map. 

Marshes are freshwater wetlands that support wildlife including migratory bird 
species. Marshes are important because they offer abundant food sources for 
wildlife. They also filter pollutants, reducing the pollutants that enter the surface 
waters. Marsh habitats in New London are very small; the largest can be found 
between Messer and Clark ponds. 

Grasslands are habitats that can be found across New London. They are 
determined as greater than 25 acres that are composed of grasses, wildflowers, and 
sedges. This is an important habitat because they are slowly disappearing 
throughout New Hampshire due to increased development, or lack of grassland 
management. Grasslands support species such as the bobolink and the meadow 
jumping mouse.  

Forest floodplains are freshwater wetlands that have frequent flooding and occur 
adjacent to stream or river channels. Forest floodplains help filter pollution, have 
rich soils, and control erosion. Generally, forest floodplains are found in the 
southeastern part of New Hampshire.  It is rare for this habitat to occur near New 
London and so this makes it an ecologically important habitat in the biological 
region.   

Forest floodplains do not actually occur in New London; however, they do occur 
in the neighboring towns of Sutton and Wilmot. According to the WAP, forest 
floodplains are also habitats of high ecological importance due to the diverse 
natural communities that are present.  

Sutton and Wilmot support an Appalachian-oak-pine forest habitat type that is less 
than one mile away from New London. The dominant tree species include oak, 
pine, hickory, and sugar maple. The Appalachian-oak-pine forests are home to 
whip-poor-wills, hognose snakes, silver-haired bats, and other threatened species.  
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Appalachian-oak-pine forests are considered to be a supporting landscape by the 
WAP. Highest ranked habitats will be threatened if the supporting landscape is 
destroyed or developed.  

Both ecologically important habitat ranked by statewide importance and by 
biological region are sparsely distributed throughout New London.  These habitats 
are important for conservation because they are crucial to wildlife and should be 
protected. There are also ecologically important habitats in Wilmot and Sutton. If 
New London were to conserve land in the eastern part of the town (where Wilmot 
and Sutton border) the conservation efforts could play an important role in 
protecting wildlife habitat in all three towns. 
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Ecologically Important Habitat in New London 

New London has land that has been deemed by the WAP as habitat of ecological 
importance to New Hampshire. Pleasant Lake, the Philbrick-Cricenti Bog, and the 
eastern-most part of the Esther Currier Low Plain Wildlife Management Area are all 
considered by the WAP to be highest ranking habitat in New Hampshire. On the 
Ecologically Important Habitats map, it is important to note that Pleasant Lake is colored 
pink (meaning highest ranking habitat), because it meets the criteria in the WAP. The 
Philbrick-Cricenti Bog is also highest ranking in New Hampshire and is completely 
surrounded by a far-reaching buffer of supporting landscape. The Esther Currier Low 
Plain Wildlife Management Area is shown as green on the map because it is habitat of 
high ecological condition in New London’s biological region which is the Sunapee 
Uplands. It is important to note that the Esther Currier Low Plain Wildlife Management 
Area is completely covered in both habitat of high ecological condition in the state, and 
in the biological region, and is also completely surrounded by supporting landscape.  The 
Esther Currier Low Plain Wildlife Management Area, and the Philbrick-Cricenti Bog are 
protected under a conservation easement.  

Supporting Landscapes in New London 

The more predominant habitat category that occurs in New London is supporting 
landscapes. In the Ecologically Important Habitat map, supporting landscapes are yellow. 
It is important to recognize that Lake Sunapee is supporting landscape while Little Lake 
Sunapee is not. This is due to Lake Sunapee’s size, vegetation, and species present. While 
Little Lake Sunapee is neither a supporting landscape nor an ecologically important 
habitat, it is nearly surrounded by supporting landscape.   

Messer and Clark Pond also offer supporting habitat to wildlife species. Virtually half of 
both ponds are surrounded by supporting landscape. Supporting landscapes also overlap 
with the grasslands in New London bordering Main Street. The hemlock-hardwood-pine 
habitat in the eastern part of New London also has some overlap with supporting 
landscapes. According to the Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust (ASLPT) website, 
some wildlife that can be found in New London supporting landscapes includes: moose, 
black bear, coyote, bobcat, deer, ruffed grouse, wild turkey, red fox, loons, great blue 
heron, and chipmunk. New London might consider recognizing all supporting landscapes 
and ecologically important land as significant habitats that are worth preserving (if they 
are not already preserved). Maintaining a low human impact on supporting landscapes 
will maximize biodiversity for wildlife species. 

Invasive Species  

Invasive species threaten biodiversity because they are non-native species that are able to 
grow and reproduce quickly throughout natural areas. Invasive species disrupt natural 

New London Natural Resources Inventory Page 37



habitats by out-competing the native flora. They are able to thrive because they lack 
predators, produce abundant seeds, use successful seed dispersal, have vigorous root 
systems, and have high rates of germination. Invasive species are habitat generalists that 
thrive on disturbances. Loss of local flora and fauna species may occur as a result of the 
invasive species. To manage their invasive population the town uses herbicides and other 
expensive control measures. Invasive species in New London are becoming more 
pervasive and problematic. 

Invasive species are commonly found in gardens and yards. Burning bush, norway maple, 
multiflora rose, japanese barberry and morrow’s honeysuckle are commonly found in 
yards and gardens. Tartarian honeysuckle, oriental bittersweet, and japanese knotweed 
are also found throughout New London.  

The Esther Currier Low Plains Wildlife Management Area also holds a large amount of 
japanese knotweed. The japanese knotweed problem in this area has been managed 
through herbicide application and mowing but requires ongoing vigilance to keep it in 
check. On Newport road, near the post office, there is also a common reed population. 
With consistent management the invasive species problem could be controlled.  

With the help of volunteers, the NLCC conducted a survey of the invasive species along 
roadsides and trails in New London in 2003. The purpose of this survey was to determine 
the magnitude of the invasive species problem in New London. However, since 2003 
there has been no updated survey. The NLCC and residents might consider taking more 
of an active role in preventing the expansion of the invasive species. Education is one 
way to increase awareness about the situation. The residents of New London might also 
consider getting involved in the removal of some of these species and preventative 
actions.  

Conservation Land 
 
New London has 2,579 of its total 16,268 acres conserved both in private and public 
ownership; the parcels range in size from under one acre to over 700 acres. Relative to its 
size, New London has little conserved land. The Forest Society has set a statewide goal in 
The Everlasting Initiative that individual towns have 25% of their land protected (2001); 
New London however, has roughly 15% currently protected. It is important for the health 
of the town’s habitats and the visual appeal, that the town increases the amount of 
conserved lands to reach the goal set forth in The Everlasting Initiative. 
 
All of the conserved lands in New London are depicted in the map titled Conserved 
Lands. The conserved lands are color coded based on their ownership, illustrating 
whether they are federally, state, town or privately owned. Most of the conserved lands in 
New London are privately owned and protected by conservation easements. The Ausbon 
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Sargent Land Preservation Trust (ASLPT) is the local land trust that conserves land in 
New London as well as in 11 surrounding towns. The main method used by the ASLPT 
to protect property is the conservation easement, which permanently restricts 
development on a parcel of land while still allowing it to stay in private ownership.  
 
The majority of conserved lands in New London are composed of forested areas and open 
fields. There are also numerous parcels conserved to preserve scenic lookouts and 
entryways into town. Conserved areas that contain wetlands are much less common. Only 
a few larger parcels are conserved, they are the Esther Currier Low Plains Wildlife 
Management Area and Philbrick-Cricenti Bog, 178 and 36 acres respectively. The Clark 
Pond conservation area is another larger parcel that contains wetland in the form of 
shrub-scrub swamp. Goose Hole Marsh is also conserved, but the parcel is very small at 
less than one acre. Smaller wetlands are contained in other conserved lands but they are 
not the main reason for the conservation of those parcels. When compared to the total 
amount of wetlands in New London the amount conserved it small, however, because of 
the restrictions placed on development around wetlands it is not necessary to focus 
conservation lands on them. There are also parcels conserving waterfront habitat, 
however, due to the amount of development these parcels are rare. Based on the amount 
of currently conserved land types, it is worth considering focusing more protection on 
any undeveloped waterfront properties. However, due to the high cost of these plots, 
decisions may need to be made to forfeit a waterfront property for a larger plot of 
forested land or open field.  
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Recreational Resources 

Recreational resources include hiking trails, wildlife viewing, fishing streams, 
boating, lakes, ponds, and wetlands.  New London is fortunate to have many 
recreational opportunities including public boat access sites, foot trails, and 
community fields.  The town owns some of the land used for recreation, but there 
are some instances where generous landowners have allowed public access to their 
property for recreational purposes.  Problems can arise when the land use changes, 
ownership changes, or when recreational areas are misused, causing access to 
privately owned land to become threatened.  Recreational resources provide the 
community with revenue and a safe way to interact with the natural world; 
therefore, continuing the positive relationship between landowner and community 
is essential for further recreation development and continued use. 

Public Boat Access 

There are nine public boat access sites distributed along Pleasant Lake, Little Lake 
Sunapee, Lake Sunapee, and Messer Pond.  This data was collected from the 
GRANIT database, digitized into a layer on GIS, and illustrated in the 
Recreational Resources map.  It is important to have designated public boat 
accesses to limit erosion of banks, allow people without lakefront property access 
to the water, and create a safe launching place without steep banks or large rocks 
to protect boats and individuals. 

Trails 

There are over 30 miles of foot trails in New London that are located on both 
public and private land.  Trail name, length, and elevation gain can be found on 
Table 1.  The Conservation Commission members, trail adopters, and volunteers 
dedicate their time to maintain existing trails and construct new ones.  Trail maps 
are updated by the Conservation Commission using a Global Positioning System 
(GPS).  Data from their GPS tracks were uploaded, digitized on GIS, and can be 
seen in the Recreational Resources map.  Maintaining a positive relationship with 
private landowners who allow public access onto a designated trail is essential to 
the continuance of the trail network.  
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Trail Name Trail Length 
(Miles) 

Elevation Gain 
(Feet) 

Bunker Place Loop .76 294 
Clark Lookout .38 105 

Cook Interpretive 1.14 239 
Cordingley Preserve .4 10 

Dura Crockett .78 376 
Dura Crockett Shortcut .15 55 

Great Brook 3.36 970 
Hayes Forest Connector .08 6 

Kidder Trail .73 156 
Kidder-Cleveland-Clough 1.85 50 
Knights Hill Nature Park 2.24 148 

Little Sunapee Associates Trail 4.23 186 

Low Plains Natural Area 1.18 12 
Lyon Brook Trail 2.74 259 
Messer Pond Trail .34 3 

Morgan Hill 1.05 206 
Morgan Hill Loop .53 157 

Philbrick- Cricenti Bog .71 9 
Phillips Memorial Preserve .97 264 
Pleasant Lake High Trail 2.72 907 

Shepard Spring .4 13 
Webb Forest Interpretive 2.54 707 

Webb Forest- Wolf Tree Connector 
Trail 

.05 10 

Wolf tree Trail 1.45 641 
Clark Pond Trail- Norman Loop .66 0 
Clark Pond Trail-Dancy Loop .66 0 
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Recreational Fields 

Woodward Park and Sargent Common (the town green) are the primary fields 
used for social gatherings and sporting events.  Woodward Park is owned by the 
Outing Club, a non-profit charitable organization that has no affiliation with the 
Town or Recreation Department.  The park is not under any conservation 
protection.  The town green is owned by New London and is under deed 
restrictions. Fields can be seen in the Recreational Resources map.  

Historical Resources 

New England’s rich history has shaped our society and provided a sense of 
community within New Hampshire.  Past industries such as logging, farming, and 
mining illustrate historical local resources that were once important within the 
town.  Although historic resources are not usually viewed as a natural resource, 
preserving them often brings uniqueness, pride, and sense of place to the town’s 
people. 

The National Register of Historic Places has designated two historic buildings in 
New London: The Dr. Solomon M. Whipple House (also known as Woodcrest) 
and the First Baptist Church of New London.  The building layer was obtained 
from the mapping consultants Cartographic Associates of Littleton, NH.  The data 
was then generated into a GIS layer and can be seen on the Historical and Scenic 
Resources map.  To be qualified for this list, a property must be at least 50 years 
old, maintain the same appearance it did in the past, and have some cultural 
significance to the town.  Properties can be nominated by property owners, 
historical societies, preservation organizations, governmental agencies, and other 
individuals or groups (National Register of Historic Places Fundamentals). 

Each state has its own preservation program that meets its needs based on the 
National Preservation Act of 1966 (as amended in 16 U.S.C. 470f).  The New 
Hampshire Register of Historic Places has identified three historic buildings in 
New London, which include the First Baptist Church of New London (also 
included on the National Register of Historic Places), the New London Barn 
Playhouse, and Kentlands. To be listed on the New Hampshire Register of Historic 
Places the site must be at least 50 years old, have well-preserved architecture, or 
be associated with a significant event or specific person (New Hampshire Register 
of Historical Places, 2007). Using GPS, each location was recorded to create a 
data layer that can be seen on the Historical and Scenic map.   
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There are many possibilities for other locations to become listed on the National 
and New Hampshire registers within New London.  Types of resources that can be 
nominated include: houses, barns, stores, garages, boathouses, districts, 
cemeteries, parks, forests, bridges, stonewalls, fire towers, dams, water troughs, 
light posts, boats, and foundations.  There are benefits to being listed on both 
National and New Hampshire registers, which include: federal and state 
preservation grants, federal and state investment tax credits, and a network with 
other historic property owners, a bronze plaque, and the encouragement of historic 
preservation.  Continuing to identify resources as historic will preserve a link 
between New London’s past, present, and future. 

Scenic Resources 

Scenic Resources are difficult features to identify because of their subjective 
nature.  A scenic route or vista is defined as a place that contributes to a 
community’s character and aesthetic quality.  New London does not have any 
predefined scenic views but it has adopted scenic roads. 

According to the New Hampshire Statute on Scenic Roads, “towns may designate 
any road (other than Class I or Class II state highways) as a Scenic Road by town 
meeting vote” (UNH Cooperative Extension, 2001).  New London has 7 roads 
adopted as scenic.   These can be seen on the Historical and Scenic map and in 
Table 2.  Once a road is voted scenic, any repairs such as cutting trees and 
removing stone walls requires a written consent from the Planning Board followed 
by a public hearing.   

Table 2 

Existing Scenic Road Name Date Adopted 
Camp Sunapee Road 3/1973 
County Road (Knight’s Hill to Tracy 
Road) 

3/1977 

Pingree Road 3/1982 
Soo Nipi Park Road 3/1982 
Davis Hill Road 3/1983 
Whitney Brook Road 3/1999 
Forty Acres Road 3/1999 
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The roads mentioned above are the only scenic routes with protection.  If the town 
has any interest in preserving scenic vistas, the community should come together 
and designate what vistas are important and whether they should be conserved.  
Town entrances are an example of where development has been discouraged by 
the community based on their scenic value (Town of New London, 2009).  Scenic 
areas and vistas can contribute to a town’s rural character, which is why they are 
important to identify and conserve.  
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Conclusion 

New London is located in the Dartmouth-Lake Sunapee region of New 
Hampshire. The beauty of the region and the small town character have attracted 
many to live in New London. The town is located in between Lebanon and 
Concord, two cities that are experiencing growth and development. The proximity 
of the town to Interstate 89 could influence the number of individuals who live in 
New London and commute to one of these cities. The town has experienced a 
29.4% increase in population between 1990 and 2000 (Town Master plan, 2009). 
As the region, and New London in particular, continues to grow, pressure will be 
placed on the natural resources. 

Based on our research, some of New London’s natural resources may require more 
focus on conservation than others. Water resources, for example, are important to 
the town for both ecological and commercial purposes. The lakes and ponds in 
New London provide drinking and recreational uses for the town as well as habitat 
for certain species. Water resources are highly susceptible to pollution that runs 
off from development and impervious surfaces. The aesthetic quality of New 
London depends in part on the state of these lakes and ponds and how the town 
addresses pollution problems in the future. In addition to lakes and ponds, open 
fields in New London contribute to the town’s character and economy. Open fields 
are an ideal location for local agriculture and provide important habitat for 
wildlife. They are a resource of concern because their low slope and open terrain 
make them areas for prime development. Development also has the potential to 
fragment habitats.  

These are only a few examples of how natural resources in New London are 
threatened by increased development and growth. This NRI is meant to be a guide 
to New London’s natural resources and provide a framework for developing future 
conservation priorities and land use planning. It will be subject to change as the 
town evolves, and should be treated as a living document.   
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