
Colby-Sawyer Environmental Awareness-Faculty Survey

      

Survey Key: ZS58317 
This is an anonymous survey. 
The number of people who took this survey by 2/12/2007 6:13:10 AM is: 45 

Colby-Sawyer Environmental Awareness-Faculty Survey

The purpose of this survey is to raise awareness of environmental issues, evaluate current knowledge, and to gauge support 
for environmental initiatives. This survey is being sent to all students, faculty and staff at Colby-Sawyer College. The 
survey is completely anonymous and voluntary. You may withdraw and discontinue at any point. The survey will take 
approximately 10 minutes to complete. This survey is being sent by students in CES 301 (Stephanie Goggin, Alexa 
FitzGerald, Brian Valle, Anna Clark, Chris McClellan, Kris Ramsay, Geoff Pushee, Stephanie Seavy, and Sean Wheeler) as 
part of project GreenROUTES (Redirecting Our CampUs Towards Environmental Sustainability). If you have any 
questions about this survey or project GreenROUTES, please contact us at GreenROUTES@colby-sawyer.edu or contact 
our faculty advisor, Dr. John Callewaert, jcallewaert@colby-sawyer.edu, 526-3793. 

1. In your opinion, is it better if campus trash is sent to a … 

  [15] Landfill 

  [8] Incinerator 

  [20] Don't know 
 

2. Do you currently make an effort to recycle the cans, bottles, and paper you use on campus? 

  [39] Yes 

  [6] No 
 

3. Would you be more likely to recycle if Colby-Sawyer College had… (Check all that apply) 

  [37] More bins in more places 

  [13] Recycling bins in each room 

  [21] More clearly marked bins 

  [9] Recycling incentives 
 

4. At the end of the academic year, the “drop and swap” program provides students with the opportunity to give away 
and reuse furniture and other residence hall room items. Have you participated in “drop and swap” program? 

  [3] Yes 

  [41] No 
 

Please state your opinion on the following. Colby-Sawyer College should… 
Please select one: 

Strongly 
agree Agree 

No 
opinion Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 
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5. Expand the “drop and swap” program to a year round 
activity. 

 [9] 
[17] [15] 

[3] [0] 

6. Eliminate all disposable products (styrofoam and plastic 
containers, etc.) from the dining room. 

 [21] [18] 
[3] [3] [0] 

7. Develop a policy requiring energy efficient models (compact 
florescent light bulbs, energy efficient computers, etc.) for all 
new college purchases.florescent light bulbs, energy efficient 
computers, etc.) for all new purchases? 

 
[29] [14] 

[1] [0] [0] 

8. Prohibit the use of personal refrigerators in rooms and offices 
in order to promote the use of common area refrigerators and 
greater energy efficiency. 

 
[8] 

[13] 
[9] [9] [6] 

9. Develop a compost program for food waste – meaning you 
would take the time to separate items for composting as you 
left the dining room. 

 [24] [15] 
[3] [2] [1] 

10. Promote the use of free reusable mugs when taking coffee out 
of the cafeteria. The mugs would be washed and sanitized by 
dining services. 

 [23] [15] 
[2] [4] [1] 

11. Remove common area refrigerators in order to save energy 
and money. An audit of common area refrigerators on 
campus revealed very little use. 

 
[5] 

[18] [12] 
[9] [0] 

 
12. Is your computer set for maximum energy savings? 

  [8] Yes 

  [3] No 

  [34] Don't know 
 

It has been estimated that each year we use about 2.5 million sheets of paper on campus and that number has been rising 
over the past couple of years. 

Please state your opinion on the following. Colby-Sawyer College should… 
Please select one: 

Strongly 
agree Agree 

No 
Opinion Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

13. Over time, switch to double sided printing to cut down on 
paper use. 

 [29] [11] 
[2] [2] [0] 
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14. Instead of personal or desktop printers, shift to more of a 
network printer environment allowing double-sided printing 
rather than a personal printer environment (generally one-
sided printing) in order to conserve paper and energy. The 
printers would be in high use areas such as the library, 
Colgate, Ivey and Ware. 

 

[11] [11] 
[5] [15] [3] 

15. Give students a set amount of pages to print each semester 
(500 sheets for example) and charging a small fee for 
additional printing beyond that allotment. 

 [12] [14] 
[6] [11] [1] 

16. Promote greater use of e-documents (student papers, office 
memos, etc.) instead of printed documents. 

 [21] [13] 
[2] [8] [1] 

17. Another estimate has shown that it would cost less than $3 
per student per year to shift to 100% recycled paper from the 
30% recycled paper that the college currently uses. Colby-
Sawyer College should spend the extra money and make the 
shift. 

 

[27] [14] 
[4] [0] [0] 

 
18. Are you familiar with the term green design or green buildings (buildings that utilize energy conservation, 

alternative energy sources, recycled and/or non-toxic materials, etc.,)? 

  [44] Yes 

  [1] No 
 

Please state your opinion on the following. Colby-Sawyer College should… 
Please select one: 

Strongly 
Agree Agree 

No 
opinion Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

19. Incorporate green designs into future construction or 
renovation projects on campus if costs are neutral or if green 
designs will save money over time. 

 [36] 
[8] [0] [0] [0] 

20. Set a goal of utilizing alternative energy sources such as 
wind, solar or biofuels to meet at least 25% of campus energy 
needs over the next 10 years if costs are neutral or will save 
money over time. 

 
[34] 

[7] [3] [1] [0] 

21. Require all students to take an Environmental Literacy course 
as part of their education at Colby-Sawyer College. 

 [21] 
[6] [6] [11] [1] 
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22. I am willing to get involved in the implementation of new 
ideas in creating a green campus. 

 [19] [10] 
[9] [6] [1] 

 

Several colleges have established GreenFunds. These are student, faculty and staff supported funds set up to promote 
environmentally friendly practices on and around campus. For example, GreenFunds could be used to purchase more 
energy efficient light bulbs, finance the shift to 100% recycled paper, or purchase additional energy efficient replacement 
windows for residence halls, offices and classrooms. Over time the fund could be self sustaining or phased out based on 
savings gained. 

Please state your opinion on the following: 
Please select one: 

Strongly 
agree Agree 

No 
Opinion Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

23. I would be willing to support a $25 payroll deduction to 
establish a GreenFund at Colby-Sawyer. 

 [11] [14] 
[6] [8] [5] 

 
24. What other ideas or comments would you like to share about reducing Colby-Sawyer College’s environmental 

impact or improving the quality of the environment on campus? 

 

 
[I don't like the idea of forced payroll deductions for everyone. I might be willing to give that money myself. I 
would agree to encouaging greater use of some e documents. I would not include student papers, especially over 5 
pages.] 
[Presented elsewhere.] 
[It is difficult to know whether it is better for our trash to be disposed of in an incinerator or in a landfill. I would 
imagine that there is some variation in the quality of both of these types of disposal methods. It would be critical to 
know what technologies are being used and what types of by-products and contaminants both facilities are having 
difficulty controlling. After having the background information, an informed decision can be made] 
[Initiatives, while they might be student driven, must ultimately be institutionally backed. If not, they are destined to 
have trouble meeting long-term success. Rather than focusing on particular initiatives, our initial efforts might be 
best focussed on identifying targetable goals for environmental improvement, ie. 10% electicity reduction, 10% fuel 
reduction, 10% paper reduction, 5% annual increase in recyling tonnage, etc. When these goals are set, then the 
campus community can identify particular program initiatives that will meet these goals.] 
[Is the above a one time payroll deduction? If so, yes. If it is from each paycheck, no.] 
[I continue to object to Mountain Day, for environmental reasons. When we were a group of 30 or so, the impact on 
the trails was minimal. With all those feet on the same day, the degradation to the trails (not to mention people 
bringing dogs...) is considerable. There must be alternative plans that would allow us to honor the mountain and 
have some fun, accomplishing the goal of the day. I guess the question is, do you want to give up the hard stuff?] 
[Engage New London & surrounding communities in these efforts -- publicize Investigate grants fopr wind] 
[Does the Ivey building need to be air conditioned? If not, might it be a good idea to disconnect the air conditioner 
and try to move toward a more "green" approach? Or would such a thing by physically (or practically) impossible?] 
[I did not state an opinion on some items as I am new and cannot appreciate all the issues. I agreed to the payroll 
deduction if it is a one time deduction, not each pay period. I think this survey is a great first start.] 
[Continue to replace old windows and doors on campus.] 
[Suggest stronly that lights are turned off in rooms that are not occupied Make cans/paper etc mandatory] 
[take tha grease form kitchen holding pits and make our own fuel for school vans if switched to bio diesl. 
darthmouth has done it , have a machine to convert grease to bio diesl. and took a diesl bus cross country and back.] 
[Make sure people turn off lights which are not needed.] 
[Place TVs in common rooms rather than each student having his or her own TV in their dorm room.] 
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[Encourage turning off lights when a room is not in use. Sensors??] 
[Unplug computers and other major appliances nightly or weekly to reduce passive energy leakage. Seriously 
investigate wind power. Undertake energy audits for all campus buildings. Less paper!!] 
[Review of entrance and exit solutions in all buildings and create a best practice routes of ingress and egress and 
publish in newspaper. Motion sensor lights, outdoor lights with downward reflectors that used florescent bulbs.] 
[Lots of work to do here, it seems. Good luck!] 
[Promote reusing the back side of a mis-printed document when possible. Our recycling efforts seem to be 
somewhat lame. I finally got a bottle recycling bin for the Sawyer centre which promptly disappeared until I found 
it recently hidden away. It took several phone calls and efforts to finally get an appropriate size bin, being a major 
traffic area for cultural events in the theatre and gallery it was surprising we never had one in the first place but it's 
still only one on one floor for the entire building. I hope it helps improve recycling efforts. It was acquired from 
another building.(where it was possibly underused) Are they so expensive we can afford to have more?] 

 
25. Additional Comments: 

 

 
[Thanks. It's great you are doing this.] 
[Thanks for doing this. Push harder!] 
[Print limits should be coupled with encouragement of the faculty to reduce paper assignments, or the student is 
penalized for faculty course decisions.] 
[While establsihing a fund is an exciting idea we must be conscious of the integrity of other fundraising initiatives 
that are essential to the regular operations of Colby-Sawyer.] 
[Unclear about the Green Fund- would this be annual, monthly, per payday?] 
[I would like to see recyclable disposables in the dining hall as opposed to eliminating all take out containers.] 
[The question about the common area refrigerators is tough to answer. Yes, I would like to see individual 
refrigerators discouraged in favor of energy efficient common area ones (if that were the case then of course I 
wouldn't want to see us abandon the common area units). But if that doesn't happen, then I would support getting rid 
of the common area ones that are underused.] 
[I also think the question of cars and carpooling should be addressed. Again - the hard stuff. It's ridiculous for folks 
to drive across this campus....etc., etc. How about a shuttle to Concord? Hanover?] 
[The questions are not always clear to me, and don't allow an alternate view: e.g. #23 is that a one time deducation? 
for full time or all faculty? by choice or decree? Environmental literacy? What would be cut back so that an extra 
class is not added to an overburdened curriculum. What about providing NO paper to students and they can buy 
their own, through the college on a per sheet basis. Drop and Swap: I thought faculty were not part of the swap but 
only allowed to drop. What's the scoop?] 
[I selected incinerator in the first item, but that means a carefully managed incinerator. An active landfill that 
enhanced decomposition and harvesting of the methane gas would also be a good alternative] 
[I'm all for environmental action and consider myself fairly well informed about it, but I don't always know what the 
right thing to do is. Ongoing environmental education is vital.] 
[payroll deduction should be an option, for some folks it might not work for their budgets. Also the question related 
does not stipulate it as a one time which would have broader support or an every pay-period deduction that may 
create a deeper disagree finding.] 
[The institution should pay for GreenFunds; faculty and staff paychecks are not high enough to warrant the 
deduction. Or, perhaps the senior admin would be willing to donate? (i.e. Presidential funding).] 

 

End of Survey 
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